WITH 


MARIAN MARSH 
SARAH PADDEN 


A Real Showman's Special! 
Dont Miss a Bet in Sell- 
ing It to Thrill-Seekers! 


Mystery means money—every exhibitor, every book dealer, every 
radio program director knows that the most consistently popular 
type of entertainment in the world is the good old ‘’who-dun-it.“” In 
every walk of life, in every age classification you'll always find 
detective story fans. So if.you can just tap this great “‘pool” of 
potential customers, you’ve hit a ticket-buying ‘‘gusher.’” We’re 
positive that this is the picture to do it! 


Take the word of reviewers and exhibitors who've seen ‘’Murder 
By Invitation” that it’s a great piece of entertainment, crammed 
with laughs as well as thrills. The cast is top-notch from the leads 
down to the smallest bit. Wallace Ford scored so heavily in Mono- 
gram’s “’Roar of The Press” that we immediately brought him back 
for another starring role. Opposite him is Marian Marsh, one of 
Hollywood's prettiest stars, a ‘“name*’’ who has played leads with 
some of the biggest box office stars in the business. The third 
leading role is taken by Sarah Padden, one of the outstanding char- 
acter actresses on the screen. 


“‘Murder By Invitation’ is one of the most intriguing mystery 
titles ever flashed from a marquee. It packs punch and novelty... 
It’s a sure-fire curiosity-whetter . . . loaded with exploitation and 
advertising possibilities. Give it the ‘gun’ with a real live-wire 
campaign and you can expect socko business. 


REMINGTON SHAVER TIE-UP 


Excellent stills are available of Wallace Ford using the popular Reming- 
ton Dual Close-Shaver. This famous electric razor is one of the biggest 
selling gadgets of its kind on the market and is a big profit item for the 
countless drug and department stores which handle it. Hence, dealers should 
be eager to join in any promotion you suggest. Go after them to feature the 
Wallace Ford photos in their newspaper ads preceding the playdate. For 
these ads and for window displays, too, the following copy is suggested: 
“When you use an old-fashioned face-destroyer instead of a streamlined 
electric razor, it’s just ‘Murder By Invitation’—you’re killing your skin. Get 
a shaving thrill from the Remington Dual Close-Shaver and a screen thrill 
from ‘Murder By Invitation’ !” 


Atmospheric Lobby Catches Coin 


Atmospheric lobbies are always a good bet on mystery films. Here are a few sug- 
gestions you may want to carry through: 1. Have your cashier, doorman and ushers 
wear black masks. 2. Feature a display of lethal weapons such as revolvers, knives, 
strangler’s rope, axes, etc. Head the layout with a sign reading: “If you were invited 
to a murder, which would you choose?” 3. Borrow photos of famous local crimes, 
murders if possible, from newspaper morgues and plaster them on a bulletin board 
labeled: “The strangest crime of all is MURDER BY INVITATION.” 4. If possible, 
feature a green lighting effect throughout your front, lobby and marquee. 


MASKED MISS GIVES AWAY 
MURDER INVITES TO MEN 


Have a mystery woman, a shapely miss wearing a black 
mask, walk through the busiest sections of town distribut- 
ing small cards to all the men. Throwaways should read: 
“If you're looking for thrills, join me at the Palace Theatre. 
Don’t come if you have a weak heart. Murder by Invita- 
tion!” It might be a good idea to perfume the cards. You 
can be sure that every man’s curiosity will be piqued by 
this “invite” from a pretty stranger. 


Co-operative Stunts for 
Book Dealers, Libraries 


Tie up with the many book outlets in town to 
promote a “mystery week” coincident with the run 
of “Murder By Invitation.’” This should include 
special window displays of current mystery novels 
with a good selection of stills from the picture, which 
should be hailed as the “mystery of the month.” 
Furnish the stores and libraries with book marks to 
be inserted in all outgoing books. Use a one-column 
ad from the pressbook to illustrate the book mark. 
In return for their co-operation you can display a 
list of suggested thrillers to be read by moviegoers 
who wish to “tune-up” for ““Murder By Invitation.” 
You might also construct a flash lobby display using 
as many mystery book jackets as possible with a 
big splash of red in the middle bearing the plug— 
“And now, the mystery of the month—’Murder By 
Invitation.’ ” 


Extra Thrills for Fans 
With Last-Minute Guess 


Many smart showmen have pulled this stunt in 
conjunction with their screenings of mystery pic- 
tures and it always results in a great deal of word- 
of-mouth publicity as well as giving the who-dun-it 
fans an extra “kick.” The idea is to stop the film 
just before the climax is reached and challenge the 
audience to pick out the murderer. This can be done 
by an announcement read over the p. a. system or 
by an inexpensive trailer you can have made up by 
any trailer company. Announcement should list the 
various suspects and state that those who fancy 
themselves as amateur sleuths have an opportunity 
to test their talents by picking the guilty party in 
this murder case . . . and “we'll bet you’re wrong!” 


There’s a perfect spot in “Murder By Invitation” 
to pull this stunt. It’s just before the mystery man- 
sion is set on fire. The old lady, played by Sarah 
Padden, describes how the conflagration will trap 
the criminal. As soon as she starts to put her plan 
in effect, cut off the picture and either make your 
announcement in the darkened theatre or run the 
trailer. It’s little showmanship touches like this 
that will keep people coming to your theatre. 


Preview for Law Enforcers 


You can whip up extra interest and probably get 
good newspaper breaks by running a special show- 
ing for the members of your local police force, the 
district attorney and his staff, prominent repre- 
sentatives of the bar, etc. If you can swing it, a good 
gag would be to have the picture reviewed by the 
Chief of Police instead of the regular film critic. 


Beauty Parlor Window Plugs 
With Marian Marsh Photos 


These stills of lovely Marian Marsh are perfect for tieing-up with 
beauty parlors and thus injecting the valuable feminine angle in your 
exploitation campaign. The contrasting photos show what can be done 
in changing a woman’s entire personality by altering her hair-do. In one 
Miss Marsh has the glamorous appearance desired for formal and semi- 
formal occasions. In the other she has that fresh, outdoor look. Show 
these to your local beauticians and they'll be glad to give you window 
space. Copy for credit card should read: “Marian Marsh, star of ‘Murder 
By Invitation,’ shows how women can change their personality by 
varying their coiffures. Let us advise you on your hair-dress and see 
lovely Marian Marsh at the Strand.” A few passes judiciously distributed 
among beauty operators will be sure to result in word-of-mouth from 
these human broadcasting machines. Order these stills from Monogram 
Exploitation Department, 4376 Sunset Drive, Hollywood, Calif. 


DELUXE DISPLAYS FOR RENT 


Eye-catching silk screen posters are available on a rental basis 
tq assure you an attractive lobby at very low cost. Sizes 40 x 60 
and 30 x 40 plus a colorful banner have been prepared by Na- 
tional Screen Accessories. Use these displays inside for a week 
in advance and then move them out front during the run of the 
picture. 


The Trailer’s a Chiller-Diller! 


Don’t miss out on one of the finest bits of screen merchandis- 
ing ever offered on a mystery picture. Get the intriguing and 
punchy trailer National Screen Service has turned out on “Murder 
By Invitation.” It sells the cast, the chills, the comedy and the 
suspense 100%. The screen is one of the most valuable advertis- 
ing mediums you have. Capitalize on its potency to the full by 
getting the best trailer made. It entertains while it sells! 


“CLASSIFIED” CLUE HUNT 


Newspaper advertising managers are always looking for ways 
to bolster interest in their classified sections. You can capitalize 
on this situation by offering passes for the papers to distribute 
as prizes for a clue hunt contest. Contestants must go through 
the classified section and clip out letters which are scattered 
through the ads and paste them up to read ‘Murder By Invita- 
tion.” First ten readers who bring the completed job to the 
newspaper office receive prizes. 


DOUBLE THRILL SHOW! 


Try a new twist on the double horror bill craze by booking a 
CARNIVAL OF MYSTERY! Book “Murder By Invitation” 
with one of Monogram’s other chiller-dillers—House of Mys- 
tery,” “King of The Zombies” or “Dead Man’s Shoes.” Sell the 
detective story fans a whole program of crime puzzles! 


ZL 


Spot Radio Announcements 
Sell Those Extra Tickets 


Are you overlooking the possibilities of radio advertising? 
Livewire exhibitors all over the nation are now using “spot” 
announcements on local radio stations to give added force to 
their campaigns. “Murder By Invitation” is a “natural” to sell 
on the air immediately following any of radio’s famous chill pro- 
grams such as “Inner Sanctum Mysteries,” ‘Crime Doctor,” 
“Sherlock Holmes,” etc. If the ether fans are tuned in to this type 
of show, you can be sure they'll be interested in your mystery 
attraction, too. It may be possible to make a trade with your 
local station for time—they read your announcements to their 
listeners-in and in return you run a trailer on some of their fea- 
tured shows. Suggested copy follows: 


35 WORDS 


Announcer: Attention mystery lovers! We challenge you to try 
your deductive powers on the screen’s most amazing crime puzzle, 
“Murder By Invitation.” Weird story of a criminal whose victims 
were invited to their doom opens today at the.................. 


50 WORDS 


Announcer: A famous Broadway columnist invades the shad- 
owy mansion of a millionaire recluse and finds seven frightened 
people waiting for murder to strike! That's the amazing situation 
in the intriguing mystery hit, “Murder By Invitation,” now playing 
AP RNG oir ha Sie ee Theatre starring Wallace Ford and 
Marian Marsh. 


Invite Them to a Murder! 


A simple but effective gag which helps point up the novel title 
of this mystery hit is the neatly printed invitation which you can 
have made up locally and mail out in envelopes like those usually 
used for formal announcements. You can also have your cashier 
or ushers distribute them in advance of the playdate. Suggested 


copy: 


You Are Cordially Invited 
To Attend a Murder 
To Take Place Friday 
At the eA Soe Theatre 


Give your theatre that lively ap- 
pearance that spells entertainment. 
These two colorful accessories will 
shout the news that “Murder By 
Invitation” is here! The attractive 
valance is styled to fit any size . 
marquee and really dresses up the 
front. Flag can be seen for blocks. 
You can rent both these ballyhoo 
aids at reasonable rates from LIB- 
ERMAN FLAG and VALANCE CO., 
71 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


WALLACE FORD « 


MURDER? ww ilalion’ 


WH 


Murders occur with clocklike 
regularity... clues are stolen... 
hodies disappear... while seven 
frightened people hunt the hidden 
fortune of a vengeful woman! 


Produced by A. W. Hackel 
Directed by Phil Rosen 
Screenplay by George Bricker 


Two Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 17 


ESS WHO'S 
RDERED NOW! 


Every time a door opens 
you'll wish it hadn't... 
in this shivery story of 
a criminal whose victims 
were cordially invited 
to a house of homicide! 


cc 


PICTURE 
One Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 6 


One Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 7 


You’re Invited 
To A MURDER! 


A famous columnist and 
his “Girl Friday” get the 
chill of a lifetime when 
they try to solve the 
strange case of seven 
people...who have an 
appointment with doom, 


PICTURE 


One Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 5 


ITS A RENDEZVOUS WITH FEAR! 


+ A famous Broadway columnist invades the 
shadowy mansion of a millionaire recluse and 
finds seven frightened people waiting for murder 
to strike! It’s the weirdest mystery of the year! 


PICTURE 


Produced by = 
A. W. HACKEL 
e 


Directed by 
PHIL ROSEN 
r 


Screenplay by 
GEORGE BRICKER 


Two Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 18 
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COLD CHILLS for a HOT-SHOT! 


A Broadway columnist gets the 
chill of his lifetime... when he 
tries to solve the mystery of 
a shadowy mansion where a 


vengeful woman invites her 
heirs for an appointment... 
with doom/ 


PICTURE 


Produced by A. W. Hackel 


Directed by Phil Rosen 
Screenplay by George Bricker 


Two Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 19 


One Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 8 


WALLACE FORD 


MURDE 


e 


SARAH PADDEN 


Two Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 20 


APPOINTMENT 
WITH DOOM! 


Seven fortune hunters invited 
to a house of shadows... 
where a vengeful woman 
has hidden three million 
dollars...and death waits 
...for those who seek it/ 


h 
Anal 
A Morr sure 


One Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 9 


TIME for MURDER! 


3x There’s a crime § 
every time the clock § 
strikes, a shive 
every minute... 
in the season's 
scariest mystery 


One Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 10 


MARIAN MARSH 
SARAH PADDEN 


PICTURE 
Two Col. Ad Cut or Mat No. 21 


BRIEF BIOGS 
OF THE STARS 


WALLACE FORD—“Murder by 
Invitation,” marks his ninetieth fea- 
ture picture since making his screen 
debut 10 years ago in “Possessed.” 
It is his second film in a row with 
director Phil Rosen, the pair having 
just completed Monogram’s ‘Roar 
of the Press.” Before coming to 
Hollywood Ford was one of Broad- 
way’s favorite light comedians. He 
returned to New York to create the 
leading role in “Of Mice and Men.” 
Among his film successes are “The 
Informer,” “Men in White,” “The 
Lost Patrol” and ‘Untamed.” 


MARIAN MARSH—After nearly 
18 months of retirement, she re- 
turns to the screen in “Murder by 
Invitation.” Born in the British 
West Indies, she was educated in 
Los Angeles schools and graduated 
from Hollywood High School. 
Starting her screen career while 
still in school, she has been identi- 
fied with the industry for several 
years and has many outstanding 
credits, including ‘‘Svengali,’’ 
“Whoopee” and ‘‘Fifty Million 
Frenchmen.” 


SARAH PADDEN—Recognized 
as one of Hollywood’s outstanding 
character actresses, she continues 
as one of the busiest and moves 
steadily from one picture to 
another. A veteran of the stage and 
screen, she has been in pictures for 
12 years and has appeared in such 
hits as “The Power and the Glory,” 
“David Harum,” “Anna Karenina” 
and Monogram’s “Romance of the 
Limberlost.” 


| MARIAN MARSH | 


Menaced by a ruthless killer and 
suspected of murder herself, lovely 
Marian Marsh gets more than her 
share of chills and thrills in “Mur- 
der By Invitation” at the 
Theatre. Wallace Ford is starred. 


One Col. Cut or Mat No. 3 
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Many Successes 
Credited to Ford 


Wallace Ford, one of Hollywood’s 
favorite leading men, chalked up 
his ninetieth feature picture with 
the filming of Monogram’s ‘Murder 
by Invitation,” which opens 
at the Theatre. The actor 
made his first screen appearance 10 
years ago with Joan Crawford in 
“Possessed.” 

Ford, starred in “Murder by In- 
vitation,” with a supporting cast 
that includes Marian Marsh, Sarah 
Padden, George Guhl, Wallis Clark 
and Gavin Gordon, was feted on the 
special occasion by producer A. W. 
Hackel and director Phil Rosen. 
Members of the cast and crew 
attended a party after work one 
day and brought gag presents for 
the guest of honor. 


During his career Ford has ap- 
peared in some of the outstanding 
productions to come out of Holly- 
wood. These include such hits as 
“The Informer,’ “Men in White,” 
“The Nut Farm” and “The Whole 
Town’s Talking.” 


GUESTS IN A MYSTERY MANSION 


Wallace Ford as a Broadway columnist and Marian Marsh as his “girl 
Friday” find themselves in a dangerous predicament when they invade 
the shadowy mansion of a millionaire recluse in “Murder By Invitation.” 


Two Col. Cut or Mat No. 16 


Wallace Ford Scores in 
New Mystery Thriller 


(Review ) 


Although it is true, and highly commendable, that Holly- 
wood constantly is searching for fresh talent and new faces 
to boost to stardom, the fact is that it is the older established 
actors who continue to ring the bell with bang-up perform- 
ances and hold their faithful audiences through picture after 


picture. 


During the past five years, for? 


example, scores of newcomers have 
been given terrific build-ups and fine 
screen roles in their challenges 
against the top-ranking favorites. 
But through the years, the Gables, 
Lombards, Colberts, McMurrays, et 
al continue to hold their own. 


Such an actor is Wallace Ford, 
who has the starring role in Mono- 
gram’s ‘Murder by Invitation,” 
mystery drama that opened yester- 
day vate tines sea Theatre. In 
the profession, Ford is what is 
known as a “solid” performer and 
he proves his abilities again in this 
eerie thriller. 


As the newspaper columnist who 
visits an eccentric old lady in her 
mansion and finds himself in the 
middle of a series of knife-murders, 
Ford is capable, smooth and like- 
able. He turns in a first-class job, 
ably assisted by a supporting cast 
headed by Marian Marsh, Sarah 
Padden, George Guhl, Wallis Clark 
and Gavin Gordon. 


The return of Miss Marsh to the 
screen. after an absence of more 
than a year is welcome indeed and 
she adds considerably to the photo- 
play with a flawless performance. 
Sarah Padden also scores as the 
old lady, who finds her relatives 
committing murders over her for- 
tune—three million dollars in con- 
federate money. 


Director Phil Rosen has turned 
in a workmanlike job, making the 
most out of each situation, and 
accomplishing a neat balance be- 
tween suspense and comedy. “Mur- 
der by Invitation,’ is a _ picture 
that will hold its own against any 
type of competition. 


A. W. Hackel produced the photo- 
play, and the writing credit goes to 
George Bricker. Marcel A. LePic- 
ard was the photographer. 


MURDER FILM OPENS 


Classed by preview critics as one 
of the most thrilling, exciting mur- 
der mysteries to come out of Holly- 
wood in recent months, Monogram’s 
‘“‘Murder by Invitation,” opens 
at the Theatre. 
Wallace Ford has the leading role 
in the picture and is supported by 
a large cast that includes Marian 
Marsh, Sarah Padden, George Guhl, 
Wallis Clark and Gavin Gordon. 


| others. 


Knife Mystery 


Because somebody mislaid the 
murder knife, Director Phil 
Rosen almost found himself in 
a first class predicament during 
the filming of Monogram’s 
“Murder by Invitation,” which 
opens at the 
Theatre. The same knife was 
to be used for three murders in 
the picture, which stars Wallace 
Ford with Marian Marsh and 
Sarah Padden, but when it was 
time to photograph the murder 
Rosen found himself with a body 
but no murder weapon. It all 
worked out when the far-seeing 
property man produced a dupli- 
cate knife. The original later 
was found in Ford’s portable 
dressing room. 


VETERAN OF STAGE 


J. Arthur Young, veteran of 35 
years on the stage, makes his screen 
debut in Monogram’s ‘Murder by 
Invitation,” Wallace Ford starring 
picture that opens at the 
Theatre. He has appeared 
in some of Broadway’s outstanding 
hits, including “‘Life With Father,” 
“Broadway,” “Jonesy” and “Night 
of January 16.”’ Also in the cast of 
“Murder by Invitation,” are Marian 
Marsh, Sarah Padden and George 
Guhl. 


Stars Re-United 


Proving that it’s a small world 
or something, Wallace Ford and 
Marian Marsh finally are reunited 
in Monogram’s ‘Murder by Invita- 
tion,” after a screen separation of 
six years. Despite the fact they 
have both worked constantly in the 
past few years, their professional 
trails never crossed again until this 
picture, opening at the 
Meson Rares Theatre. 

In 1935, Ford and Miss Marsh 
were co-starred in a film titled “In 
Spite of Danger.” When the last 
scene had been photographed, Ford 
said: “Don’t forget, Marian, we’re 
going to be together again soon.” 

The “soon” stretched into six 
years before Producer A. W. Hack- 
el signed the actors for his murder 
mystery. Also in the cast are Sarah 
Padden, George Guhl, Wallis Clark, 
Gavin Gordon, J. Arthur Young and 
Phil Rosen directed. 


*“MURDER BY INVITATION” IS 


ACE ENTERTAINMENT FOR FANS 


(Review ) 


Aimed specifically at the murder-mystery fan, but holding 


a definite appeal for all types 


of theatre-goers, Monogram’s 


“Murder by Invitation” is the current attraction at the 


Theatre. With Wallace Ford in the leading role, 


capably supported by a cast that includes Marian Marsh, Sarah 


Padden, George Guhl, Wallis Clark,* 


and Gavin Gordon, the film stacks 


up as a_swiftly-paced mystery 
thriller with real entertainment 
punch. 


The picture is notable also in that 
it brings back to the screen Marian 
Marsh, who has been in retirement 
for more than a year. 

Director Phil Rosen, who seems 
to have a knack for making his 
films move along at a neat clip, 
surpasses himself with this one. 
Working from a_ screenplay by 
George Bricker, Rosen keeps the 
action flowing continuously and 
builds smoothly to each situation. 

“Murder by Invitation,” tells the 
story of an eccentric old spinster 
who invites the prospective heirs 
to spend a week at her huge man- 
sion so she can decide who will get 
her fortune. On the first night one 
of the relatives is murdered, start- 
ing a series of knife-slayings that 
keep the household in a constant 
state of terror and suspense. 

Wallace Ford, seen as a news- 
paper columnist, visits the estate 
to cover the story, and finds himself 
mixed up with more murders, dead 
bodies and mysterious warnings. It 
is largely through his efforts, how- 
ever, that the crimes finally are 
solved and the killer brought to 
light. 

As usual, Ford turns in a flawless 
performance, taking command of 
the picture and scoring solidly as 
the newspaperman. Miss Marsh is 
excellent, and Sarah Padden, as the 
wealthy old woman, handles her 
assignment with finesse and 
dispatch. 

The picture was produced by A. 
W. Hackel. Marcel A. LePicard 
was the photographer. 


’ 


| CLUE-HUNTERS | 


Playing a crime-hunting newspaper 
columnist, Wallace Ford exhibits a 
murder weapon to Marian Marsh, 
his wise-cracking secretary, in ““Mur- 
der By Invitation,” Monogram’s 
mystery thriller opening 
at the 


One Col. Cut or Mat No. 4 
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Hollywood Farmers 


Wallace Ford and Marian Marsh, 
who have the leading roles in Mono- 
gram’s “Murder by Invitation,”’ 
current attraction-at the = 22-2 
Theatre, are two of the most en- 
thusiastic ranchers in the film 
colony. They own adjoining 
ranches in the San Fernando Val- 
ley. These are not just excuses for 
ranches, but the real thing with 
horses, cattle, chickens and other 
livestock. 


Running Time 


Footage 
Code Number 


Ford Sets Precedent 


Because it sets a Hollywood 
precedent, it is worthy of com- 
ment that Wallace Ford, who 
plays a newspaperman in Mono- 
gram’s ‘Murder by Invitation,” 
which opens at the 
Theatre, did not 
visit a newspaper to get actual 
experience as a reporter. This 
is contrary to the accepted Hol- 
lywood routine, where any star 
who is cast as a reporter visits 
a newspaper office to get “‘color 
and background.” Ford is a for- 
mer newspaperman and didn’t 
need the experience. 


HIT MYSTERY FILM 
COMING THIS WAY 


(Advance ) 


Hailed unanimously by preview 
critics as one of the most swiftly 
paced mystery thrillers of the cur- 
rent season, Monogram’s ‘Murder 
by Invitation,” starring Wallace 
Ford with Marian Marsh, Sarah 
Padden and George Guhl, opens 
at the Theatre. 

Based on a novel plot, the story 
centers around the whim of an 
eccentric spinster who invites a 
group of prospective heirs to visit 
her rambling old mansion so she 
can decide who shall be given her 
fortune. 

With a murder taking place the 
first night of the visit, the picture 
swings into high immediately and 
never lets down until the final fade- 
out. Sarah Padden is seen as the 
eccentric woman, while Wallace 
Ford appears as a newspaper col- 
umnist who finally solves the 
crimes. 

“Murder by Invitation,” marks 
the return to the screen of Marian 
Marsh, who went into retirement 
more than a year ago. She is seen 
as the “Girl Friday” of Ford, and 
turns in an acting job that should 
give her career a new impetus. 

Phil Rosen, recognized as one of 
Hollywood’s best directors for this 
type of picture, worked from an 
original screenplay by George 
Bricker. A. W. Hackel produced, 
while Marcel A. LePicard gets the 
photography credit. 


Actress Named 
Calif. Mayor 


Serving her third consecutive 
term, Marian Marsh was renamed 
for another year as honorary mayor 
of Chatsworth, Calif., during the 
filming of Monogram’s ‘‘Murder by 
Invitation,’ current attraction at 
the Theatre. The young 
actress has a leading role in the 
picture, which stars Wallace Ford. 

Representing the Chatsworth 
Chamber of Commerce, Women’s 
Club of Chatsworth and the Chats- 
worth Civic Organization, a large 
delegation visited Miss Marsh on 
the set to notify her of the re- 
appointment. 

The actress, making her screen 
comeback in “Murder by Invita- 
tion,’ after an absence of 18 
months, is one of the busiest civic 
leaders in the San Fernando Valley 
community. She has been active in 
many campaigns for the improve- 
ment and development of Chats- 
worth during the past several years. 

In addition to Ford and Miss 
Marsh, “Murder by Invitation,” has 
a cast that includes Sarah Padden, 
George Guhl, Wallis Clark, Gavin 
Gordon and Minerva Urecal. Phil 
Rosen directed and A. W. Hackel 
was the producer. 
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The Cast 


Wallace Ford 

Marian Marsh 

Sarah Padden 

Sheriff Boggs George Guhl 
Judge Moore Wallis Clark 
Garson Denham....Gayin Gordon 
Maxine Denham..Minerva Urecal 
Arthur Young 

Herbert Vigran 

Hazel Keener 


Credits 


Produced by-_..._..._... A. W. Hackel 
Directed by Phil Rosen 
Ass’t. Director Mack Wright 

Story and Screenplay by 
George Bricker 
Film Editor Martin G. Cohn 
Prod. Manager_...Ben Gutterman 
Photography Marcel LePicard 
Glen Glenn 

A Monogram Picture 


HERES THE GRIPPING STORY 


(Not for Publication) 


Cassandra Denham, eccentric old spinster, has just bested a 
group of her relatives at a court hearing during which they tried 
to prove her insane and not competent of handling her huge 
fortune. The judge ruled otherwise, however. Bob White, ace 
columnist for the New York Register, attended the hearing. Shortly 
afterward White is visited in his office by Garson Denham, Cas- 
sandra’s nephew and leader of the group that tried to have her 
declared insane. Denham shows White and his secretary, Nora 
O’Brien, an invitation to spend a week at Cassandra’s estate. He 
points out that similar invitations were mailed to all members of 
the Denham clan, and also that the invitations demand they all 
arrive at 12 o’clock, midnight. Garson Denham has a premonition 
that something terrible will happen—perhaps that Cassandra will 
try to kill them all. White ridicules this idea, but agrees to keep 
an eye on happenings at the huge mansion. When the Denhams 
gather at midnight, Cassandra explains that she wants them all 
to visit her so she can decide who will be her heir when she dies. 
The first night, death strikes in the rambling, old house when 
Garson Denham is knifed. News of this crime brings White, Nora 
and a Register cameraman, Eddie, to the scene of the murder. 
They interview Sheriff Boggs, a not too bright servant of the law. 
Boggs tells Bob to step into the library if he wants to see the body 
of Garson Denham. White, Nora and Eddie enter the room—only 
the body is that of Lawrence Denham. With two murders on his 
hands now, Boggs calls a meeting of everybody in another room 
of the house. Meantime, the second body also disappears. That 
evening Bob White, dressing in his room, gets a note warning him 
to “Leave Greylock or die.” Searching for an intruder, he opens 
a closet door—and out fall the bodies of Garson and Lawrence 
Denham. With practically everybody in the house suspected, but 
all able to prove alibis, Sheriff Boggs is at a dead end. Suddenly 
the murderer strikes again, and Tom Denham is stabbed to death 
while talking with Mary. Cassandra now hits upon a novel plan to 
learn the identity of the killer. Telling only Bob and Eddie of her 
secret, she decides to burn the house, gambling on the prospect 
that the murderer, who is after her money, will give himself away 


when he sees the three million 


dollars going up in smoke. Cas- 


sandra does set fire to the structure and Mary, her constant 
companion for many years, breaks down under the nervous strain, 
admits she and her husband, Cassandra’s chauffeur, have com- 
mitted the crimes. Then Cassandra breaks the bombshell—that 
her cash fortune is all in confederate money. 


Very Busy Lady 


Sarah Padden, veteran of practi- 
cally every branch of the acting 
profession, is one of those lucky 
members of the film industry who 
find their services constantly in 
demand by producers. The actress, 
who appears with Wallace Ford and 
Marian Marsh in “Murder By In- 


vitation,” now at the 
Theatre, is one of the busiest per- 
sonalities in Hollywood and moves 
constantly from one picture to 
another. 


Recognized as one of the finest 
character actresses in films, Miss 


Padden is noted for her ability to | 


take any character or type of role 
and play it to the hilt. In “Murder 
By Invitation” she is seen as an 
eccentric old spinster, who invites 
some relatives to her huge man- 
sion and finds herself involved in 
a series of murders. 


Arson On Order 


To insure the proper burning of 
a large house for a scene in Mono- 
gram’s “Murder By Invitation,’’ 
which opens at the 
Theatre, Director Phil 


Rosen hired a crew of eight arson 
experts. It was their job to see 
that the building burned in such 
a manner that it provided the most 
spectacular effect possible. The 
men wore special asbestos suits and 
worked within the building itself 
during the early stages of the blaze. 
Wallace Ford is starred in the pic- 
ture, to head a cast that includes 
Marian Marsh, Sarah Padden, 
George Guhl, Gavin Gordon and 
Wallis Clark. 


| WALLACE FORD | 


who turns 
detective, Wallace Ford scores in 
‘Murder by Invitation.” 


One Col. Cut or Mat No. 1 


| As a livewire columnist 


Sure Thing! 


During the filming of Mono- 
gram’s “Murder By Invitation,” 
now-at- the 2 Theatre, 
Wallace Ford came through with 
one of those “sure-thing” bets 
one morning. He had his horse, 
Porlezza, entered in a race at an 
eastern track and was touting its 
prowess all over the set, but Di- 
rector Phil Rosen, Marian Marsh, 
Sarah Padden and others in the 
cast would have none of it. This 
ends differently than most stor- 
ies about the horse racing tracks 
because Porlezza ran dead last 
and everybody was happy—ex- 


cept Ford. 


Sarah Padden, as a millionaire recluse whose invitations to her heirs 
result in three murders, is questioned by Wallace Ford in “Murder by 
Invitation.” 


Two Col. Cut or Mat No. 15 


from Hollywood—and they are 
| ranchers in every sense of the word, 


| vising the care and breeding of the 
livestock and handling other details 
;o1 their estates. 

Starting with a small piece of 
farmland five years ago, Ford now 
has a 100-acre ranch on which he 


even almonds. His fruit-raising 
activities alone produce enough rev- 
enue to pay his taxes and incidental 
expenses during the year. 

| In addition, Ford also has entered 
| the horse-breeding business and has 
the famous Whitney stallion Agita- 
tor standing at his ranch. The “get” 
of this illustrious sire will reach 
the races this fall and the actor 
expects to have a handy crop of 
two year olds racing in his colors 
at Santa Anita and Hollywood Park. 

The Marian Marsh ranch, which 
covers more than 300 acres of farm 
and grazing land, abounds with 
orange, grapefruit and plum or- 
chards and has many sections de- 
voted to tomatoes, potatoes and 
other vegetables. 

The actress also has a large herd 
of dairy cattle, hundreds of chick- 
ens and other livestock. Under her 
careful supervision the ranch more 
than pays for itself—in fact, shows 
a decided profit each year. 

Best proof that Ford and Miss 
Marsh take their ranching seriously 
lis offered. in an incident that oc- 
curred during the filming of ‘Mur- 
der by Invitation.” The actors 
showed up a half-hour late one 
morning, and Ford offered this ex- 
planation to director Phil Rosen: 
“You'll have to pardon us,” he ex- 
plained, ‘but we’ve been sitting up 
all night with a sick horse.” 

That was no gag. A colt belong- 
ing to the actress had taken ill 
during the night and she called on 
Ford for help. The couple sat with 
the young horse through the night, 
and finally pulled it through safely. 

Others in the cast of “Murder by 
Invitation,” a mystery thriller, in- 
clude Sarah Padden, George Guhl, 
Wallis Clark and Gavin Gordon. 


Thriller Opens 


With Wallace Ford heading a 
strong supporting cast that includes 
Marian Marsh, Sarah Padden, 
George Guhl, Wallis Clark and 
Gavin Gordon, Monogram’s “Mur- 


der by Invitation,” opens ............... 
CY ic | 0's beset Seale ee Theatre. The 
swiftly moving murder mystery 


was directed by Phil Rosen and 
produced by A. W. Hackel. 


plotting the annual crops, super-. 


grows apples, peaches, plums and | 


| DANGER AHEAD | 


Wallace Ford and Marian Marsh 
face the menace of a ruthless killer 
in “Murder by Invitation.” 


One Col. Cut or Mat No. 2 


Hollywood Stars Achieve 
Success in Rancher Roles 


Wallace Ford and Marian Marsh, who have the leading roles 
in Monogram’s “Murder by Invitation,” which opens 
rE (aed oan Setar a Theatre, are two of the most enthusiastic 
and successful ranchers in the motion picture colony. 


Ford and Miss Marsh own neighboring ranches in the San 
Fernando Valley, a short distance+ 5 


+ e e 
GENTLE LADY OR MURDERESS? Sidelines Keep 


Actress Going 


Marian Marsh is one Hollywood 
personality who will never lack a 
career if she ever decides to retire 
permanently from the screen be- 
cause she has enough sideline activ- 
ities now to keep her busy most 
of the time. The young actress who 


appears opposite Wallace Ford in 
Monogram’s ‘Murder By Invita- 
tion,” now at the 
Theatre, could make a full time job 
alone out of running her ranch in 
the San Fernando Valley. 


In addition to supervising the 
activities of her ranch, on which 
she grows all manner of fruits and 
vegetables and raises cows, chick- 
ens and other livestock, Miss Marsh 
is a talented dress designer and 
studies piano, painting and singing. 

She designs all her own clothes 
and the extensive wardrobe she 
wears through “Murder By Invita- 
tion” is solely the result of her 
/own talent. Other Hollywood stars 
|are constantly demanding that she 
open an exclusive dress shop, but 
Miss Marsh lacks the time for such 
a venture. 


In “Murder By Invitation,” which 
marks her return to the screen after 
more than a year of retirement, the 
actress is part of a cast that also in- 
cludes Sarah Padden, George Guhl, 
Gavin Gordon, Wallis Clark and 
Minerva Urecal. Phil Rosen directed 
and A. W. Hackel was the producer. 


Character Man 
Plays 175 Roles 


George Guhl, veteran character 
actor, celebrated his tenth year in 
Hollywood and his 175th picture 
during the filming of Monogram’s 
“Murder by Invitation,’ which 
stars Wallace Ford with Marian 
Marsh and Sarah Padden and opens 
at the Theatre. 
This means that Guhl, famous for 
his characterizations of simple 
sheriffs or sour country judges, 
has averaged nearly 18 films a year 
during his screen career. 


Guhl’s first screen appearance 
was for director George Seitz in a 
picture titled “Arizona,” that was 
made in 1931. The actor was tour- 
ing with a stock company and only 
passing through Los Angeles, but 
he never got outside the city limits 
again. 

In “Murder by Invitation,” Guhl 
is seen as a not too bright sheriff 
who finds a chain of knife-murders 
too much for him to handle. Phil 


| Rosen directed for producer A, W. 
| Hackel. 


Case of Marian Marsh is 
Proof of Fans’ Loyalty 


It’s an old Hollywood adage that¢receded to a great extent but Miss 


nothing is more fickle than the 
affections of the motion picture 
public, but Marian Marsh is one 
actress who won’t subscribe to that 
theory. In fact, if the case of this 
talented young lady is any criterion, 
screen fans are as steadfast in their 
devotion and loyalty as Juliet was 
to Romeo. 

More than a year ago, Miss 
Marsh decided to retire from pic- 
tures and devote herself to super- 
vising the activities of her large 
ranch and to the business of being 
a wife. Ranked at one time as one 
of the top box-office names in the 
industry, she still was a first- 
flight star with a tremendous fan 
following. 

“There were all kinds of letters,” 
reveals Miss Marsh. “Some people 
wrote wishing me luck and happi- 
ness in my newly planned future, 
while others felt that I should con- 
tinue with my screen career. They 
all were wonderful letters, and it 
was heart-warming to know that 
these people took such a deep per- 
sonal interest in me.” 

After a flood of mail that lasted 
for many weeks, the flow naturally 


Marsh continued to receive many 
letters from faithful fans during 
her idle months. 


Then she was signed for a role 
opposite Wallace Ford in Mono- 
gram’s “Murder By Invitation,” 
a mystery thriller which opens 
Bri serele Se wie) at the 
Theatre. When this news spread 
throughout the country, the mail 
again began to reach tremendous 
proportions, with Monogram and 
the star herself getting scores of 
letters daily. 


“T think this is the best proof 
that the public doesn’t forget,” 
claims Miss Marsh. “They had little 
reason to remember me after all 
that time—but they did remember 
and that is what counts. Certainly 
you will never convince me that 
picture fans lack loyalty.” 


In “Murder By Invitation,” pro- 
duced by A. W. Hackel and directed 
by Phil Rosen, the actress is seen 
as the assistant to Ford, cast as a 
metropolitan newspaper columnist. 


Others in cast of the film are 
Sarah Padden, George Guhl, Wal- 
lis Clark and Gavin Gordon. 
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